
TO THE ARCTIC CIRCLE
Greenland & Baltic Explorer • Departs 13 August 07
England • Faroe Islands • Iceland • Greenland • Ireland • England • Copenhagen, 

Denmark • Talinn, Estonia • St. Petersburg, Russia • Poland • Germany • England

EARLYBIRD PRICE - SAVE 40%
31 nights from $7995 per person

FROM EUROPE TO ANTARTICA
Grand Voyage, from Africa to Antartica • Departs 26 October 07
Egypt • Libya • Malta • Tunisia • Spain • Portugal • Maderia • Brazil • Uruguay • Argentina • Falkland 

Islands • South Georgia • South Orkney Islands • South Shetland Islands • Cape Horn • Argentina

EARLYBIRD PRICE - FLY FREE ex Sydney
50 nights from $14995 per person

Prices are per adult in AUD and are based on lead-in twin share inside cabins including early bird savings and all discounts, port & government charges and onboard gratuities. Fly Free Offer includes return international airfare ex Sydney and air taxes. Does not include accommodation made necessary by fl ight schedules. Subject to availability at time of booking. Cancellation penalties and 
conditions apply. *You must be a member of the Qantas Frequent Flyer programme to earn points in accordance with the terms and conditions of the Qantas Frequent Flyer programme. A joining fee applies. Points are not awarded  on port charges, government fees, onboard gratuities and air taxes. 07
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FROM THE ARCTIC TO THE ANTARCTIC

Capital Travel Manuka
34 Bougainville St Manuka.  Call 6295 2733

Travelmakers
Level 1, Bailey’s Corner CANBERRA CITY.  Call 6274 4444

CRUISE THE WORLD WITH DISCOVERY CRUISES
CALL OUR AGENTS TRAVEL MAKERS AND CAPITAL TRAVEL MANUKA FOR MORE INFORMATION

FAR NORTHERN EUROPE
The Northern Capitals • Departs 31 July 07
England • Copenhagen, Denmark • Stockholm, Sweden • Talinn

Estonia • St. Petersburg, Russia • Poland • Germany • England

EARLYBIRD PRICE - SAVE 35%
14 nights from $4475 per person

EARLYBIRD
Book by 30 April 07

INCLUDES 3 DAYS 
IN ST. PETERSBURG

Canberra Sunday Times – APRIL 8, 2007
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Iban tribesman in a longhouse in Sarawak give travellers a sense of the local culture.

learning of the native people’s cultures.
But after a rice wine toast and a brief chat

we headed up-river to Kuala Terikan.
Thankfully, the trek to Camp 5 was pretty

flat and the leeches scarce – only two got me.
About half way along the walk, I was
congratulating myself on how well things had
gone. The morning had been sunny and I had
not needed the poncho that Clive had insisted
I have ready to wear. So far, it had not rained.
Then I realised that it actually was raining. In
the heat and humidity of the rainforest I
hadn’t noticed. I was so wet one way or
another, from sweat or tramping in swamps
and streams, that I hadn’t felt the rain
dropping through the canopy.
Then it really rained – true tropical, belting

down rain. In some ways this made things
easier. There was no longer any point in
trying to avoid the swampy bits on the path.
The whole path was a swamp, so I might as
well charge straight ahead, regardless of what
it was like.
The other surprise was the darkness. I had

thought I’d been asked to bring a headlamp
because we would be walking in caves. But
by late afternoon the light was so poor a torch
was essential.
As for seeing the wildlife? There might

have been 262 species of birds and 75 of
mammals standing within 10m of me, but I
saw none. For a start, you are forced to walk
with eyes glued to the ground to avoid
slipping or falling.
And secondly, the forest is so thick that

anything more than two metres into it is quite
impossible to see.

You hear plenty – bird and animal calls,
and branches breaking. At one time I heard a
great crash in the forest and was reliably
informed that it was one of the huge old trees
falling. You do see many beautiful
butterflies, including the large iridescent
green-striped Raja Brooke bird-wing.
Camp 5 was a joy – good clean showers

and toilets, big airy rooms with vinyl sleeping
mats and a sprinkling of tourists from around
the world who’d walked down from the Mulu
park. Clive provided the mosquito net,
guaranteeing a peaceful night.
Day one gave me the confidence that I

could walk in the rainforest. The more
intrepid can take a diversion from the

headhunters trek up Gunung Api to see the
Pinnacles, a natural formation of sharp
limestone spikes.
Otherwise it’s an easy walk and longboat

rides from Camp 5 to the Mulu National Park
headquarters. On the way you take in some of
the caves which are a major tourist attraction.
In the late afternoon, providing it is not

raining, hundreds of thousands of bats stream
out of them, looking from a distance like a
plume of smoke. There are said to be 28
species of bat in the park, with many
dependent on the caves.
Each of the caves offers different

attractions, from viewing the stalagmite and
stalactite formations, to adventure caving.

The easy way out of Mulu is to fly back to
the coastal town of Miri in Sarawak.
But there is another, more interesting way.
It is possible to get a longboat from Mulu

to Long Terawan and then another boat down
river to Marudi.
From there it is an easy express boat ride

down the huge Baram River, just south-west
of Brunei, to the coast.
By doing this you have skirted round

Brunei, taking in stays at the longhouses of
the various tribal groups as you go. Finally,
it’s a short road but a somewhat complicated
multiple bus trip back to Bandar Seri
Begawan airport.


